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I know Iran. The people of Persia are considered one of the great civilizations, but the world of 

Iran is a complex world and it is moving into a darker place. The Iranian people and the free 

world have been taken hostage—hijacked in effect—for over 40 years. My remarks are for the 

80 million Iranians who have been directly affected and are being misled. For how much longer 

is their leadership’s behaviour to be allowed to continue? The corrupt leadership of thugs does 

not represent its people; it represents an inexcusable form of governance. 

In yesteryear, I had been briefed by the appropriate department in Jerusalem and shown 

evidence of why Iran is a threat. Part of that footage was devoted to the youth. We all know 

that change can come only from within, and now it is the brave youth who must be 

supported—how the tables have turned. I suggest that Israel takes note: we know its anxieties 

and remember that it was not so long ago that Jews and Persians were so close. That world 

needs to be returned to. Care in doing so, however, must ensure that this is not perceived as 

pitting Judaism and Christianity against Islam. Nevertheless, it is a form of cowardice not to be 

supportive of those who are bravely defying this abhorrent regime, believing that it is 

ostensibly safer for free people not to become directly involved. That is a false illusion. 

The leadership in Iran is reliant on the Revolutionary Guard and has consequently become 

more assertive. But make no mistake that there is one core fundamental: the language of 

power is all that is understood. When faced with credible condemnation and pressure, the 

leadership will buckle. The people of Iran need to be given their freedom and to lead their lives 

in a world free of tyranny. The world will be a safer and better place without the current 

leadership in Iran. We must support the people of Iran. There is no place in today’s world for 

the mullahs, and those who support them, who lead for self-serving purposes only. My final 

words are borrowed from a regional analyst friend: “It is about time Iran had a taste of its own 

medicine”. 

 


